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PRESS KIT 

 
 
WANTS&NEEDS DANSE   
CHORUS II 
SASHA KLEINPLATZ 

+ 
TENTACLE TRIBE 
NOBODY LIKES A PIXELATED SQUID 
EMMANUELLE LÊ PHAN AND ELON HÖGLUND 
(Canada) 
 
October 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 2014 
Cinquième Salle 
 

Length: 2 h 

 
Chorus II on tour: 
October 31, 2014 – Maison de la culture Villeray-Saint-Michel-Parc-Extension, Montreal 
January 30, 2015 – Café Chez Rose, Salaberry-de-Valleyfield 
February 3, 2015 – Maison de la cutlure Frontenac, Montreal 
February 20, 2015 – Maison de la culture Pointe-aux-Trembles, Montreal 
March 27, 2015 – Pavillon de l’île, Châteauguay  
April 3, 2015 – Théâtre Lionel-Groulx, Ste-Thérèse  
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Two companies that are creating buzz on the emerging dance scene will present works 
that critics rated in the 2013 Top Ten. A physical, emotional and cathartic piece for 
seven men and a duo of urban contemporary dance reinvented in geometric harmony. 

 

 

CHORUS II 
 

 
CREDITS 
 

Creation and/or interpretation Benjamin Kamino, Sasha Kleinplatz, Milan Panet-Gigon 
Simon Portigal, Lael Stellick, Jamie Thompson, Frédéric Wiper,  Nathan Yaffe 

Creation and composition Radwan Ghazi Moumneh, Jamie Thompson 

Lighting, Technical direction, Scenography Paul Chambers 

Outside eye The Patterson, Andrew Tay, Ginelle Chagnon 

 

 
ABOUT CHORUS II 
 
With this new work, Sasha Kleinplatz presents a very personal piece that explores the 
vulnerability of the male body. Chorus II is rooted in davening, the swaying movement of 
Jewish men at prayer, a movement that dates back to antiquity. The choreographer 
transforms this ancient ritual into cathartic gesture, the bedrock of a striking dance 
piece. A spiritual quest, a connection to a greater power, Chorus II is a metaphor for 
getting beyond the self. Tinged with nostalgia and sadness, this new work is marked by 
strong physicality. With athletic bodies, vigorous movement and live percussion, the piece 
is driven by boisterous energy. Chorus II premiered at MAI in 2013. 
 
“I decided to choreograph male dancers because I wanted to work with people who could 
embody both my grandfather's gravitas and physical strength – he is built and carries 
himself like a circus strongman. In this work I was interested in the juxtaposition of an 
incredibly strong and adept body, which is expressing something deeply personal.  As a 
choreographer I have always been drawn toward contradictions, particularly in the realm 
of gender. In my last choreography I created an all-girl fight club.  In Chorus II I have 
tried to tap into the vulnerable side of the athletic masculine body. 
 
As we created Chorus II, the dancers, the musician Radwan Ghazi Moumneh and I 
discussed the idea of prayer as a way of sending one's energy into the universe as an 
actual attempt to express fears, desires and hopes in a way that can become almost 
transformative for those praying. This idea of trying to physically not just express but 
manifest one's heart's desires became a main inspiration for the movement vocabulary 
and quality of the work itself. 
 
I have felt so lucky to work with a group of dancers who have wholeheartedly embraced 
both the physical and emotional challenges of this choreography. All of the performers 
have played an integral part in the creation of Chorus II.”  
Sasha Kleinplatz in an interview for guelfdanse.blogspot.ca  
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PRESS QUOTES 
 
« Bilan danse 2013 : Top 5 
 
1. Chorus II (Montréal, arts interculturels) 
Cofondatrice de la compagnie Wants & Needs, Sasha Kleinplatz passe dans la cour des 
grands avec cette œuvre captivante qui exalte l’essence et la beauté d’une masculinité 
libérée des carcans. » 

Fabienne Cabado, Voir, décembre 2013 
 

« La puissance convaincante d’un mouvement de dévotion collectif. Lors des ruades, 
c’est l’exutoire, lors des caresses, ou de la renverse, c’est la quête de l’appui. Prière de 
rester calme, droit, soi, solidaire. » 

Brigitte Manolo, DFDanse, avril 2013 
 
“Taking the intimate swaying action known as davening during prayer as 
inspiration, Kleinplatz weaves the ideas of ritual, spirituality and connection into this 
highly physical, yet emotional, sextet.”  

Marites Carino, Cultmontreal.com, April 2013 
 

« Sasha Kleinplatz s’inspire du mouvement de balancier qui caractérise les prières 
juives (le davening en anglais) pour construire une création puissante et très 
personnelle. » 

Nayla Naoufal, ma mere était hipster, avril 2013 
 

 
 
SASHA KLEINPLATZ – CHOREOGRAPHER 
 
Since graduating from Concordia University in 2002, she has developed and 
choreographed a total of 15 pieces involving some 40 dancers and other artistic 
collaborators.  In her work she tests the dynamics and limits of interpersonal relations, 
using a vocabulary of movement inspired by play. As co-artistic director of the 
Wants&Needs Danse company (which she cofounded with the dancer and choreographer 
Andrew Tay), she creates dance pieces and innovative events that attract a new and 
growing audience for contemporary dance. The events Short&Sweet, Piss in the Pool and 
Involved have featured the work of more than 70 choreographers and performers over the 
past eight years. The mission of these annual and biannual productions is to build 
connections among Montreal choreographers and bridges between different languages, 
experiences and aesthetics by means of unusual, unconventional performance contexts. 
 
 
 
WANTS&NEEDS DANSE – COMPANY 
 
Childhood friends who grew up in Windsor, Ontario, the choreographers Sasha Kleinplatz 
and Andrew Tay reconnected in Montreal after moving here to pursue their respective 
dance careers. In 2005 they founded the company Wants&Needs Danse to produce 
individual and collaborative dance works. By combining their approaches and their very 
different visions of movement, they presented choreography imbued with humanity and a 
very urban style. The spirit of contemporary dance is associated with aesthetic elements 
such as rock’n' roll and club culture.  
 



Danse Danse – Press Kit Wants&Needs Danse + Tentacle Tribe (Canada)                                p. 4 

Wants&Needs Danse aims to introduce a wider audience to contemporary dance by 

presenting pieces in innovative formats and in atypical performance spaces such as 

concert halls or former swimming pools. In collaboration with various musicians, fashion 

designers and graphic artists, the company combines diverse artistic forms, generating 

interest in contemporary dance among people from all walks of life with its engaging, 

unpretentious performances. Renowned for its ability to democratize contemporary dance 

with such popular events as Short&Sweet (now a mainstay at the Festival TransAmériques 

QG) and Piss in the Pool, the company also offers original presentation formats for artists, 

taking them out of their comfort zone and pushing them to question their artistic practice 

by plunging into approaches far from the beaten path. 

 
 

---------------------------- 
 

NOBODY LIKES A PIXELATED SQUID  

 

 
CREDITS 
 
Choreography and performance Emmanuelle Lê Phan, Elon Höglund 

Lighting design Benoit Larivière 

Costume Design Tentacle Tribe with Jodee Allen 

Music Dictaphone, Pentaphobe, Hacksaw, Colorlist,  Hubbard Hills, Elon Höglund, Betty 
Bonifassi 

Nobody Likes a Pixelated Squid  is a Tentacle Tribe production and a Danse Danse and 
Place des Arts co-production with the collaboration of the Segal Centre for Performing 
Arts. The company is supported by the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec and the 
Canada Council for the Arts. 

 

 
ABOUT NOBODY LIKES A PIXELATED SQUID 
 
Two creatures in perfect symbiosis work on the harmonics of a conceptual hip hop piece, 
a deconstructed street dance. Raw beauty and grace are omnipresent in this electroshock 
tribal performance where dance incarnates the music and the movements are precise, 
uncluttered and multidimensional.  
 

 
 
PRESS QUOTES 
 
“Nobody Likes a Pixelated Squid, created and performed by Emmanuelle Lê Phan and 
Elon Höglund, co-founders of Tentacle Tribe of Montreal, is seriously good, full of very 
physical hip-hop virtuosity and pure, youthful energy.” 

Philip Szporer, The Dance Current, December 2013 
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« [...] leurs corps s’inscrivent dans une tridimensionnalité formidable, qui leur confère 
une virtuosité spectaculaire. Rien n’est laissé au hasard, les chemins du corps sont d’une 
conscience extrême et leur gestion de la musicalité du mouvement est très fine. » 

Élise Boileau, DFDanse, octobre 2013 
 

“[...] once again prove they also have a clear and innovative choreographic eye [...] Lê 
Phan and Hoglund stand out for their superior technical performance as well as their 
innovative, hip-hop inspired, gender-equal approach to partnering (where both partners 
toss each other through the space and into the air like it ain’t no thang) which challenged 
this spectator’s expectations of the traditional male-female duet.” 

Helen Simard, Danscussions, October 2013  
 

 
 
ELON HÖGLUND – CHOREOGRAPHER, PERFORMER 
 
Born in Stockholm, Elon grew up dancing and listening to hip hop music. He loved to 
dance, and his search for expression pushed him to venture deeper into the realm of 
movement. His studies in martial arts (kung fu, capoeira, tai kwon do) and different 
dance styles (b-boying, popping) generated a sense of purpose, and he went on to find 
further inspiration in other street styles, and also in theatre and contemporary dance, 
which led to the creation of his own movement philosophy.  Elon has performed and 
choreographed fusion style contemporary works since 2001 in theatre, dance and 
contemporary circus productions. In 2005 he was hired by Cirque Du Soleil to be part of 
The Beatles LOVE show in Las Vegas, where he performed and choreographed his own 
solo, seamlessly fusing contemporary dance and hip hop. He went on to perform all over 
North America, Europe and Asia with Cirque du Soleil, Cirque Eloize, the Bboyizm Dance 
Company, RUBBERBANDance Group and the Norwegian State Theatre. He has 
performed live on TV in Sweden, Norway, South Korea and the U.S., and has worked with 
choreographers such as Dave St-Pierre, Daniel Ezralow, Mourad Merzouki and Victor 
Quijada. In 2012 he co-founded Tentacle Tribe and presented Body to Body in Short & 
Sweet Montreal and in Cirque du Soleil’s 2012 Quebec City show. He presented When 
They Fall, a new Tentacle Tribe creation, at Festival Quartiers Danse in September 2012. 
Elon is also an active member of the Fresh Format (Montreal) b-boy crew. 
 

EMMANUELLE LÊ PHAN – CHOREOGRAPHER, PERFORMER 

Born in Ottawa, Emmanuelle Lê Phan invented her own style of contemporary hip hop 
based on street dance forms (breaking, house, popping and locking). Since 1999 under 
the alias Cleopatra, she has acquired extensive experience in b-girling, participating in 
competitions and performing in dance videos all over the world. After obtaining a B.A. in 
dance at Concordia University in 2003, she co-founded the Solid State Breakdance 
Collective. From 2003 to 2005 she danced with the RUBBERBANDance Group in Slicing 
Static and Reflections on Movement Particles. She joined the Cirque du Soleil and 
embarked on the adventure of The Beatles LOVE show, working with the choreographer 
Dave St-Pierre and the director Dominic Champagne. From 2009 to 2012 she performed 
in the Cirque Éloize show ID, created with the hip hop choreographer Mourad Merzoukim, 
and toured Canada, the U.S., Italy, South Korea and France. She returned to the 
RUBBERBANDance Group for the Gravity of Center tour from 2009 to 2013. A member 
of the b-girls group Legendary Crew, Emmanuelle continues to participate in break dance 
competitions, and is also a competition judge on occasion. With Elon Hoglund she now 
devotes her time and energy to their company Tentacle Tribe and to creating new works. 
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TENTACLE TRIBE – COMPANY 
 
Tentacle Tribe is a Canadian-Swedish creative alliance between Emmanuelle Lê Phan and 
Elon Höglund.  This Montreal-based dance company brings their collective experience to 
the stage. Exploring conceptual hip hop and a wide range of other influences, the two 
choreographers create uncommon dance works with a contemporary twist.  Veteran stage 
performers, these practitioners of different dance and movement techniques, active 
participants in the street dance and the b-boy and b-girl scene, form the Tentacle Tribe. 
 
These self-taught creatures of infinite possibilities approach choreography through a wide 
variety of movement philosophies. They wish to create work that transcends the 
boundaries separating movement styles, and pieces that express the embodiment of 
music beyond technique. The work experiments with intricate partnering, refined 
musicality and a saturated dose of physical choreography. 
 
Although they have worked together since 2005, Tentacle Tribe was founded only in 
2012 while the two artists were performing their first official collaboration, a duet, Body 
to Body, tailored for the Cirque du Soleil stage in Quebec City. It was later adapted into a 
short film entitled Elon & Emmanuelle by director Natalie Galazka, presented in film 
festivals in the U.S., Canada and Italy.  Their second creation, When They Fall, premièred 
at the Festival Quartiers Danse 2012 in Montreal and was adapted into an outdoor 
version for the fall of 2013.  A work-in-progress of their newest creation was presented at 
Tangente and at the Toronto Urban Dance Symposium (TUDS) in October 2013.  A new 
dance film entitled Vanishing Points was shot in December 2013 with director Marites 
Carino, featuring Tentacle Tribe choreography. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This press kit consists of material provided by the company 
and by research conducted by the Danse Danse team. 


