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In a ring surrounded by spectators, dancers as supple, committed and vigorous as boxers 
engage in close quarter combat in a choreography that is both visceral and elegant. A 
captivating portrayal of the spectrum of viable relations between men. 

 
 
CREDITS 
 

Choreography & Artistic Direction by Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten – International 
Choreographic Arts Centre (ICKamsterdam) 

Costume Design Clifford Portier 

Performed by Dereck Cayla, Quentin Dehaye, Edward Lloyd, Arnaud Macquet 
  
Lighting Designer & Technical Director Paul Beumer 

Technical Crew Maarten Heijdra, Hugo Van der Veldt 

North American tour MAPP International Productions  
 
World Premiere : 2011, ImpulsTanz, Vienna, Austria.  
 
Emio Greco | Pieter C. Scholten forms the artistic core of the International Choreographic 
Arts Centre (ICKamsterdam). ICKamsterdam is supported by the Performing Arts Fund NL 
and the municipality of Amsterdam.  
 
 
 
ABOUT ROCCO 
 
In the award-winning ROCCO, dancers become boxers and boxers become dancers, as one 
challenges the other with punches and strikes, fast footwork and virtuoso tactics. 
Choreographers Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten of ICKamsterdam transform the stage 
into a boxing ring, recreating the theatrical drama and high tension of a real match. 
 
ROCCO is inspired by Luchino Visconti's 1960 classic neo-realist film, Rocco & His 
Brothers, and by fraternal rivalries spanning history and mythology alike.  Brotherly love, 
the struggle for a better life, and the search for identity are represented in all variations: 
the good and the bad, the angel and the devil, the androgynous and the masculine. The 
dancers are Cain and Abel, Romulus and Remus, Laurel and Hardy. 
 
In close combat-choreography performed by two sets of male fighter-dancers, 
relationships are put to the test and physical and psychological boundaries challenged. 
The virtuosity, intelligence, masculinity and physicality of the boxing body and the 
dancing body find their parallels in the performers – until the ultimate surrender, when 
one fighter is knocked to the ground and all movement ceases. 
 
“We do not believe it is interesting just to tackle the aspect of boxing virtuosity. When 
you watch the footage of Mohammed Ali, for instance, it resembles the amorous game of 
attracting and rejecting one another. Action and reflection, which alternate with the 
speed of a split second, also characterize our movement language. Boxing is also full of 
rituals and rules, and we also wanted to investigate the aesthetics of beating the living 
daylights out of one another.” - Pieter C. Scholten 
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PRESS QUOTES 
 
 
“Their gritty, bare-chested corporeality and menacing glares across the space, established 
from the start the interplay of rivalry and eroticism permeating this work about violent 
sport and masculinity... This is accomplished dance theatre, and Emio Greco | PC are a 
company working toward virtuosity in the genre.”  
– LondonDance.com 
 
“ROCCO is a thrilling dance-boxing match: high intensity yet with a playful undertone. 
The performance makes your heart race and makes you laugh at the same time: a 
delicious combination.”  
– CultuurBewust.nl 
  
“The balletic bouts of speedy steps, jabbed limbs and torqued torsos are choreographed 
in strict rotational symmetry and tied to the arrhythmic jitters of a percussive score. 
Rocco is strong on mood and atmosphere…” 
– The Guardian 
 
"Action and reflection, alternated with the speed of a split second."  
– Eindhovens Dagblad 
 
“The boxing scenes from Visconti’s Rocco & his Brothers served as inspiration. And it 
works like a theatrical knockout. The first high point of this dance season has 
materialized.”  
– Traow Amsterdam 
 
“ROCCO is going to surprise you with its controversial emotional display, the unexpected 
stage shaped as a boxing ring and a selection of music combining high and low culture to 
make you find grace in between the punches.”  
– Amsterdam Lifestyles 
 
 
 
EMIO GRECO | PIETER C. SCHOLTEN – CHOREOGRAPHERS 
 
Since 1995 Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten have worked together in their joint search 
for new dance forms. Emio Greco (IT) received his dance education at École Supérieure 
de Danse de Cannes Rosella Hightower, and danced with the Ballet Antibes Cote d’Azur. 
From 1993 until 1996 Greco danced in works by visual artist and director Jan Fabre and 
from 1996 until 1998 he collaborated with Japanese choreographer Saburo Teshigawara 
in various productions. Pieter C. Scholten (NL) studied drama and initially directed 
theatre productions about historical characters like Oscar Wilde, Yukio Mishima and Pier 
Paolo Pasolini. He worked with several choreographers as a dance-dramaturge. In 1995 
he developed the Dance Instants, short “work-in-progress” projects for choreographers 
and dancers. For both artists the search for a new dramaturgy of the body is an important 
motivating factor. 
 
Out of curiosity for the body and its inner motives they created their first joint work in 
1996, the solo Bianco, which became the first part of the trilogy Fra Cervello e 
Movimento (between brain and movement). In that same year they wrote a manifesto 
setting out 7 principles of dance and their impact on the body and the spectator.  
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They founded dance company Emio Greco | PC in 1996. From the beginning it has been 
more than a dance company, as it promotes a broader attitude towards the consciousness 
of the body. It initiated a series of Salons on Dance & Discourse, established a section 
devoted to research on the recording and notation of body movement and developed an 
educational program under the name of Academy. Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten 
regularly invite artists from their own and other disciplines to take part in a valuable 
dialogue. 
 
After the internationally successful dance productions that Emio Greco and Pieter C. 
Scholten created between 1996 and 2001 they shifted their perspective, and that of 
their company, to opera, music and film. At the request of the Edinburgh International 
Festival they directed two operas, Orfeo ed Euridice and The Assassin Tree. Together with 
Dutch leading theatre company Toneelgroep Amsterdam they staged Pier Paolo’s 
Pasolini’s Teorema. This was followed in 2004 with a continuous project, Double Points: 
+ , about dance, music and interactivity, with contemporary Swiss composer Hanspeter 
Kyburz. These interdisciplinary excursions gave rise to the trilogy that is inspired by 
Dante’s La Divina Commedia. In 2006, the first part, the highly acclaimed dance 
production HELL, premiered. In 2008 the second part [purgatorio] followed at the 
Holland Festival. In 2010 the third part you PARA | DISO premiered, and in 2011 they 
created the 'best of the Dante Cycle' La Commedia. In 2012 Emio Greco and Pieter C. 
Scholten went back to the pure dance of their early days, creating their location project 
Addio alla Fine, presented on June 16 at the Holland Festival in Amsterdam. 
 
Dance company Emio Greco | Pieter C. Scholten organically gave rise to the International 
Choreographic Arts Centre Amsterdam (ICKamsterdam), which was officially launched by 
Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten in 2009. In February 2014, the two artists were 
named artistic directors of the Centre chorégraphique national – Ballet National de 
Marseille. Their work there on “the body in revolt” is based on research on the expression 
and presence of dance in society, and also on the position of the artist and “le corps du 
Ballet”, opening up research and development to a new form of contemporary ballet. This 
will be their second presentation with Danse Danse, their first foray being Rimasto Orfano 
in 2004-2005. 
 
 
 
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE CREATIVE COLLABORATORS 
 
 
Clifford Portier – Costume Design 
 
Dutch fashion designer Clifford Portier graduated from the Fashion Academy Charles 
Montaigne (currently named AMFI) in Amsterdam. He specializes in men’s fashion and 
works as a designer and concept designer for various international fashion brands, 
including Mexx and Falke. His passion for contemporary dance resulted in a special 
partnership with dance company Emio Greco | PC that explores a new approach to what 
clothing and wardrobe style can be. The design does not only cover the body, but also 
reveals a life of its own; his design has become the hallmark of the company. The urge to 
make a translation to couture prompted him to develop his own line in 2009 under the 
name MAISON PORTIER. 
 
 
  



Danse Danse – Press Kit ICKamsterdam (Netherlands) ROCCO                                              p. 5 

 
Paul Beumer – Technical Coordinator at ICKamsterdam Technical  
 
Paul Beumer began working as a theatre technician in 1984. In 1991, he enrolled at the 
Utrecht School of the Arts to study performance design. After finishing his studies, Paul 
specialized in creating lighting designs for dance and puppetry. He collaborated with, 
among others, Quade and Paiva and Sarah Wookey. Paul has been involved with Emio 
Greco | PC since 2006. Here, too, his focus has been on lighting design as well as on the 
function of technical coordinator. He created lighting designs for several of the 
company’s productions, including BEYOND Seoul and ROCCO. 
 
 
Maarten Heijdra – Technical Director 
 
At fourteen years old, Maarten Heijdra got involved with technical work, using innate 
skills and natural abilities for lighting and sound design. Applying these skills and 
curiosity from a young age, Maarten launched his own company, providing design work for 
several theater companies and theatrical performances in the Netherlands. Having gained 
several years of experience and prominence as a theater technician, Maarten chose to 
professionalize his “hobby” when he joined the Het Muziektheiater of Amsterdam, and 
pursing a degree in Technical Theatre Arts at Media College Amsterdam, from where he 
graduated in 2004. From 2002 through 2004 he managed lighting design at Het 
Muziektheiater and remained manager of theater operations through 2009, working on 
several of the company’s productions, including Carmen, Tamerlano, Alcina, Rage 
d’Amours, Il barbiere di Siviglia, and many others. In 2009, Maarten launched his own 
business “Maarten H” as a freelance theatre technician. In 2010 he joined 
ICKamsterdam, where he had the opportunity to apply the years of experience working 
with numerous theatre companies and on Opera productions. He remains as one of the 
core theatre technicians with ICKamsterdam, and has played pivotal roles on several 
productions, including: De Soprano’s, Rocco, La Commedia, Addio Alla Fine, Passione in 
Due, Le Corps du Ballet and several others. Maarten has toured across the globe to 
several European countries (Finland, Germany, Poland), Latin America (Columbia, Brazil). 
 
 
Hugo Franciscus Van Der Veldt – Stage Manager, Technical Assistant 
 
Hugo Van Der Veldt joined ICKamsterdam as a technician intern in 2013, working in 
partnership with the company, Pieter Scholten and Emio Greco, and under the guises of 
Paul Beumer. As an intern, he was involved in many different productions including, such 
as La Commedia, ROCCO, Passione in Due, and ONE MAN WITHOUT A CAUSE. While 
interning with ICKAmsterdam, he also worked for the Stadsschouwburg Velzen as a 
volunteer for the technical crew of the Houtfestival Haarlem and Bevrijdingspop Haarlem. 
After graduating at the Mediacollege Amsterdam Podiumtechniek in 2014, he was 
promoted from Intern to full time technician at the company, continuing to work on all of 
its productions. Hugo was part of the following productions and toured with 
ICKamsterdam throughout several venues in Holland, including: DE SOPRANO'S (2014), 
ROCCO (2012), LA COMMEDIA (2013), DP:VERDI (2013), PASSIONE IN DUE (2012) and ONE 
MAN WITHOUT A CAUSE (2014).  
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Mapp International Productions  
 
MAPP International Productions is a nonprofit producer of challenging new works by 
contemporary performing artists whose projects raise critical consciousness and motivate 
social change. It is a singular organization that supports all phases of an artist's creative 
process, from concept and production to premiere and touring, while also engaging 
audiences in the issues behind the art. Through this heightened focus, MAPP supports an 
evolving and elite cadre of creators whose work ignites communities worldwide. Since its 
founding in 1994, MAPP International has produced 33 acclaimed multidisciplinary 
performing arts projects created and performed by more than 300 artists and toured to 
42 U.S. states and 16 countries. MAPP International has introduced the U.S. public to 
artists from 25 countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia and the Caribbean. 
www.mappinternational.org 
 
 
BIOGRAPHIES OF THE PERFORMING COLLABORATORS 
 
Dereck Cayla 
 
Dereck studied at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique et de Danse de Paris, 
where he graduated in 2008. In autumn 2008 he did a dance apprenticeship with Emio 
Greco | PC, during which time he learnt Double Points: HELL and was involved in the 
creation of Double Points: ROCCO. He officially joined the company in 2009. 
 
 
Quentin Dehaye  
 
Quentin Dehaye studied at the École de Ballet Balletomania in Brussels and at Codarts, 
the international university of the Arts of Rotterdam where he graduated in 2012. 
Quentin danced for and did dance internships with, among others, Scapino Ballet 
Rotterdam, choreographer Xavier Rodrigues Ederson and the Belgian National Opera. 
Quentin dances for ICKamsterdam since 2013. 
 
 
Edward Lloyd 
 
In 2014 the company of Emio Greco and Pieter C. Scholten proudly welcomed a new 
dancer: Edward Lloyd. Edward studied at Rambert School of Ballet and Contemporary 
Dance (UK) where he graduated in 2012. Between 2008 and 2012 Edward worked as a 
guest artist with Rambert Dance Company in Itzik Galili's 'A Linha Curva' and 
consequently toured with the Company as part of their 'Seven For a Secret' Tour. In 
January 2012 Edward joined Henri Oguike Dance Company with whom he toured both 
Nationally and Internationally. Working as a freelancer in London, Edward also worked 
with Wayne Sleep, Lea Anderson, Robert Cohen, Les Child and the Yorke Dance Project.  
 
 
Arnaud Macquet 
 
Arnaud studied at the École des Arts (Annecy) and the École-Atelier Rudra Béjart, where 
he graduated in 2005. After two years at the Institut Del Teatre in Barcelona, Arnaud 
joined Dansgroep Amsterdam in 2010, where he collaborated with choreographers such 
as Itzik Galili and Krisztina de Châtel. In 2011, he joined Noord Nederlandse Dans under 
the direction of choreographer Stephen Shropshire. Arnaud joined ICKamsterdam in 
2013. 
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PRIZES 
 
2012 - ROCCO awarded with a VSCD ‘Zwaan’ for most impressive dance production 
2011-2012, Maastricht (NL) 
2011 - Dioraphte Dance Price frong strong international positioning, for you PARA | DISO 
2011 - you PARA | DISO nominated for VSCD ‘Zwaan’ Award for most impressive dance 
production 2010-2011, Maastricht (NL) 
2007 - HELL awarded with a VSCD ‘Zwaan’ Award for most impressive dance production 
2006-2007, Maastricht (NL) 
2006 - HELL - Meilleur spectacle de danse 2006, Syndicat professionnel de la Critique 
de Théâtre, Musique et Danse, Paris 
2004 - Double Points: One & Two - Time Out Live Award, London 
2003 - Premio Danza & Danza, Italy 
2002 - Extra Dry - Teatro del Mundo Prize, Argentina 
2002 - Nijinsky Award Nomination, Monaco 
2001 - Double Points series - Sonia Gaskell Prize, Amsterdam 
2001 - Double Points: One & Two - Herald Angel Award, Edinburgh 
1999 - Philip Morris Arts Prize, Amsterdam 
 
 

EMIO GRECO | PIETER C. SCHOLTEN AT DANSE DANSE 
 
2005: Rimasto Orfano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This press kit consists of material provided by the company 
and by research conducted by the Danse Danse team. 

 


