JOBS IN DANCE
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Putting a dance production together is a real team effort!
To bring a work successfully from dance studio to public performance, many people are
involved at each and every step (no pun intended). Here’s an overview.
Jobs in a dance company
Artistic director: Expresses and embodies their artistic vision by inviting choreographers to
create works for and with the company’s dancers.
Choreographer: Imagines and creates dance pieces that reflect their artistic vision. They may be
invited by dance companies to create works for and with the company’s dancers. A
choreographer can also be the artistic director of their own company.
Dancers/performers: Perform on stage. They have extensive training in contemporary dance,
ballet or other disciplines. The dancers train every day in order to learn and perform a dance
piece.
Répétiteur or répétitrice: Specializes in a choreographic work. They teach the work or lead
rehearsals when the choreographer is absent, and accompany dancers on tour.
Ballet master or mistress: Responsible for training the dancers.

The design team
Costume designer: Works with the choreographer to create the costumes and props for the
dance piece.
Lighting designer: Works with the choreographer to create the lighting and special lighting
effects for the dance piece.
Sound designer: Works with the choreographer to compose the music for the dance piece.

The Danse Danse team
Danse Danse is a presenter of contemporary dance performances. As such, the organization
invites dance artists or companies to perform in theatres and other venues. Danse Danse also
handles marketing and communications for the shows, and oversees ticket sales in partnership
with Place des Arts. Danse Danse thus acts as a link between the creators (artists/companies)
and the public.
Artistic Co-Directors: Together they determine the artistic choices that will make up a season (a
program). They choose international and local companies that are consistent with the desired
theme or direction of the annual program.
Director, Accounting and Administration: Takes care of budgets and ensures that everyone
(internal team, suppliers, visiting artists/companies) gets paid.
Director, Sales, Marketing and Communications: Is in charge of marketing and promotional
strategies for shows, and works with the team to approach each show from a relevant angle.
Coordinator, Communications: Works with the Director, Sales, Marketing and Communications
to develop the necessary materials (brochures, house programs, newsletters, website content,
etc.) to promote the season.
Content Manager: Is in charge of Danse Danse’s social networks and develops content for each
show. Liaises with visiting companies to obtain exclusive content about their work(s).
Media Relations Officer: Develops Danse Danse’s overall media strategy and implements it by
proposing subjects to journalists and influencers according to the communication objectives.
Manager, Cultural Action and New Audiences: Sets up cultural mediation projects designed to
introduce various audiences to contemporary dance. Is also in charge of identifying potential
partners and funders for those projects.

Coordinator, School Liaison and Cultural Action: Coordinates cultural mediation projects,
school reservations and educational resources.
Coordinator, Philanthropic Development: Is in charge of designing, developing and
coordinating fundraising initiatives.
Administrative Assistant and Customer Service Agent: Assists the management in
administrative matters. Is also in charge of customer service, follow-up with the Place des Arts
box office, and events.
Production Manager: Oversees all aspects of production. Evaluates the technical requirements
of a production and the associated cost. Is responsible for sourcing/providing all the equipment
necessary for the show. Supervises the setup, the performances and the teardown. Acts as a
link between Danse Danse, the visiting company’s technical team, and the Place des Arts stage
crew.
Stage Technicians: Look after the technical requirements of the show. They work at Place des
Arts under the supervision of the Technical Director, and have several specialized roles, such as
stagehand, lighting technician, sound technician, etc.

