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HOFESH SHECHTER’S SUN DANCE
UK

HOFESH SHECHTER COMPANY
Sun
Hofesh Shechter

8 PM
LENGTH – 1 H 15
VENUE – THÉÂTRE
MAISONNEUVE

TICKETS START AT $36.50
Post-performance talk with the artists
Friday November 6, 2015,

November 5, 2015
November 6, 2015
November 7, 2015

Montreal, October 13, 2015. With tremendous dancing, explosive music and topical subject matter, Hofesh Shechter sets many a stage
ablaze with his work. Invited back to Danse Danse for the third time, he will be presenting his radiant Sun in Montreal. Blithely combining
different musical genres and dance styles, he paints a baroque portrait of our contemporary world full of tensions and hidden violence, a
world where people are not always as free as they might think, where truth is sometimes but a fable. A work with the power and force of a
tidal wave.

SUN
SOCIETY IN HIS SIGHTS
He made a big impression during the 2009-2010 season with the boisterous, furious dance and explosive music of Uprising, presented along
with In your Rooms, works inspired by rioting in French cities, and again had a striking impact in the 2012-2013 Danse Danse season with the
powerful and moving Political Mother, which dealt with dictatorship and oppression. With the 14 dancers of Sun, created in 2013, Hofesh
Shechter probes relations between the individual and society.

SCRATCHING THE VENEER OF APPEARANCES
He puts forth the idea of a social structure that, like the sun, can both threaten and benefit mankind. Between shadow and light he creates an
ambiguous space where beauty and evil coexist, where humour and sarcasm ease tensions. He invents a singular tribe that he subjects to the

caprices of a Machiavellian master of ceremonies, a hollow
character and very much the product of a society in search of
meaning.
He himself has composed the music, which scours and
bewitches, orchestrating a feast where Wagner flirts with
electro-rock, bagpipes and mantras in a joyous blend of
classical, tribal, ballroom, folk and contemporary dance. In a
succession of contrasting and often theatrical sequences, he
shows how, under the seeming comfort of an almost perfect
world, the law of the jungle often shapes our values, our
judgements and our lives. Fierce and extremely effective.

HOFESH SHECHTER, RENOWNED CHOREOGRAPHER AND COMPOSER
Born in 1974, Hofesh Shechter studied dance and percussion and was a member of the celebrated Batsheva Dance Company, an experience
that had a big influence on his work. He began composing music during a sojourn in Paris, where he was involved in various artistic projects that
combined dance, theatre and body percussion. In 2002 he moved to London to join the Jasmin Vardimon Dance company.
He made his début as a choreographer in 2004 with the duo Fragments, for which he also composed the music. Presented at the prestigious
London venue The Place, the piece made such an impact that he was appointed associate artist. That first piece also received first prize at the
Sergei Diaghilev Competition of Choreographic Art in Poland. It was followed by Cult, Uprising (2006) and In Your Rooms (2007), the latter two
pieces first introduced to Montrealers by Danse Danse.
In 2008 he founded the Hofesh Shechter Company in London, while continuing to collaborate with other artists. The following year he co-created
Destino with choreographers Russell Maliphant and Adam Benjamin, a piece about the transformative power of dance that was co-produced by
Dance United and Sadler’s Wells Theatre. He went on to present Political Mother in 2010.
As an independent choreographer, Hofesh Shechter has created works for British institutions (The Royal Ballet, Bare Bones Dance Company,
Candoco and Scottish Dance Theatre), and also for dance companies in other countries, such as the Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet (New
York), Bern Ballet (Switzerland) and Ballet CeDeCe (Portugal). He worked with the theatre director Ramin Gray on Motortown and The Arsonists,
both of which were presented at the Royal Court Theatre in London. He also collaborated with the National Theatre on Saint Joan and
choreographed a dance sequence for an episode of the controversial television series Skins.
He is currently an associate artist with the prestigious Sadler’s Wells Theatre, and the Hofesh Shechter Company is the company in residence at
Brighton Dome.
TICKETS START AT $36.50
“Hofesh Shechter is a
consummate and highly
accomplished artist. He has
managed to touch a very broad
audience with works that charm
with their physicality yet that also
question preconceived ideas. He
is one of the most highly
regarded and sought-after
choreographers on the
international scene.”

Pierre Des Marais, Artistic and
Executive Director
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TALK ABOUT DANCE
MEET THE ARTISTS
Friday, November 6, 2015
Rigth after the show

NEXT PERFORMANCE
JOSÉ NAVAS / COMPAGNIE FLAK
RITES
José Navas

November, 11. 12. 13. 14
18. 19. 20. 21
25. 26. 27. 28
Cinquième Salle, Place des Arts
The magnetic José Navas orchestrates a powerful and moving ritual
about the passage of time. A series of solos set to classical and jazz
music, the piece also includes a magnificent performance of the
renowned Rite of Spring. A must-see.

Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured: video excerpts, interviews,
photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.
DANSEDANSE.CA
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CREDITS
Choreography and Music Hofesh Shechter. Set Design Merle Hensel. Lighting Design Lee Curran. Costume Design Christina
Cunningham. Additional Music ‘Let’s Face The Music And Dance’ composed by Irving Berlin, published by Universal Music Publishing Ltd.
Tannhäuser WWV 70’– Arrival of the Guests at Wartburg Composer Richard Wagner. ‘Sigur 1’ Written by Sveinsson, Birgisson, Holm, Dyrason.
Published by Universal Music Publishing Ltd. Abide with me (Traditional arrangement by David Cresswell) Published by Music Masters Ltd.
Performed by The Queen’s Royal Irish Hussars and used by courtesy of Music Masters Ltd. Musicians on Soundtrack - Strings Christopher
Allan, Rebekah Allan, Nell Catchpole. Guitars Joseph Ashwin, Joel Harries, Vinz. Scenic Artist Kirsty Glover Puppets artists Businessman,
Hoodsman, Tribesman, Explorer – James Ward at jimbobart. With additional work on Tribesman by Rebecca Cusack. Sheep on loan from John I
Gordon, Wolf courtesy of Framestore.
The Hofesh Shechter Company production crew would like to thank RNSS, Graeme McGinty, Steve Wald, Sam Rogerson, Matt Bigg and the
production staff of the Theatre Royal Plymouth and TR2.
Sun is produced by Hofesh Shechter Company and commissioned by Bruno Wang. Sun is supported by The Columbia Foundation fund of the
London Community Foundation.
Sun is co-commissioned by Brighton Dome & Brighton Festival, Sadler’s Wells London, Melbourne Festival, Les Théâtres de la Ville de
Luxembourg, Théâtre de la Ville - Paris, Festspielhaus St Pölten (including a working residency), Berliner Festspiele - Foreign Affairs, Roma
Europa, with co-production support from Mercat de les Flors and the Theatre Royal Plymouth.
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