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3 UNIQUE EVENINGS: MARIE CHOUINARD AND THE ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DES
JEUNES DE MONTRÉAL

Québec

COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD
Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun 
Marie Chouinard

+
The Rite of Spring 
Marie Chouinard

8 PM
LENGTH – 1 H 10
VENUE – THÉÂTRE
MAISONNEUVE

March 31, 2016
April 1, 2016
April 2, 2016

 TICKETS START AT $36.50

Post-performance talk with the artists
Friday April 1, 2016,

Montreal, March 9, 2016. For more than 20 years, the Compagnie Marie Chouinard has met with great acclaim on world stages with the 
incandescent solo Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun and the fiery Rite of Spring. The reprise of these masterpieces in Montreal is an event 
whose impact is heightened by the presence of Louis Lavigueur and some 92 musicians of the Orchestre symphonique des jeunes de 
Montréal, who will be accompanying the 13 dancers. In the short opening piece set to the music of Debussy, Marie Chouinard was inspired 
by the spirit of Nijinsky to bring new life to the mythical faun which will be danced by the exceptional Carol Prieur. In her version of The Rite 
of Spring she combines the energy of her vigorous, visceral dance with Stravinsky’s dynamic score to celebrate a glorious explosion of life. A 
must.

PRELUDE TO THE AFTERNOON OF A FAUN (1994, TAIPEI)

In creating The Afternoon of a Faun (1987) and giving substance to that mythical beast, Marie Chouinard was inspired by
photos of the original presentation choreographed by Nijinsky, which caused a scandal in 1912. She thus imagined a
dance with a flattened profile, with the 7 alluring nymphs of the original represented by 7 beams of light. The musical score
was composed of sounds activated by trigger mechanisms attached to her body. Then, at the request of the organizers of
the Taipei International Festival of the Arts, she transposed this syncopated solo to the music of Debussy, which gave rise
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to Prelude to the Afternoon.

The solo Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun will be
interpreted by the unique dancer Carol Prieur which
celebrated in 2015 her 20 years with the Companie Marie
Chouinard.

THE RITE OF SPRING (1993, OTTAWA)

It was in Stravinsky’s score that she recognized all the
rhythms that inspire her, leading her for the very first time to
create choreography set to an existing musical piece,
finding in the work the pulse and cadences so characteristic
of her dance. She shifted away from the choreography that
Nijinsky had presented in 1913, opting instead to simply
celebrate first signs of life. Her piece is a thrilling, constantly
moving composition consisting of a series of solos, duos
and trios that are at times intertwined, at others presented
simultaneously. This third ensemble piece by Marie
Chouinard marked her entry into the dance scene in
France, and her already spectacular success only
increased. 

“She presented an astonishing Rite of Spring, absolutely
amazing, with vigorous, savage movement tinged with an exceptionally eloquent primitivism, something strong and earthy
that hits you right in the gut.” (Le Nouvel Observateur, Paris, 1994)

MARIE CHOUINARD

A charismatic dancer and brilliant choreographer, Marie Chouinard presented solo works for 12 years before founding the
Compagnie Marie Chouinard in 1990. An audacious explorer of the evocative powers of the body, from the get-go she was
perceived as a singular artist, celebrating instinct and the life force in dance that engaged the spinal column, breathing and
voice. Her powerful style and the virtuosity of her dancers are recognized the world over. Several pieces from her
repertoire have toured simultaneously, and a number of prestigious ballet companies have presented their own versions of
some of her work. Also a set designer, lighting designer, photographer, filmmaker and writer, she has created multimedia
pieces and films, exhibited her drawings and published an anthology of her poems. Marie Chouinard has received several
awards and honorary titles. This presentation marks her sixth appearance at Danse Danse.

L'ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DES JEUNES DE MONTRÉAL 

Founded in 1976, the OSJM is a space for developing the talent of young symphonic music instrumentalists. To date it has
contributed to the training of more than 1000 musicians, a good many of whom went on to brilliant professional careers. It
has presented more than 350 concerts, toured a dozen times on three continents and created some ten works by Quebec
composers. Louis Lavigueur has been the musical director since 1986, and is renowned for a teaching style that has made
the troupe one of the best youth orchestras in Canada. The OSJM presents 7 concerts a year, sometimes collaborating



with artists and organizations active on the Montreal cultural scene, such as the Compagnie Marie Chouinard.  

“Marie Chouinard is not only a
leading choreographer in
Quebec, but is also a major figure
in the history of dance. In taking
her inspiration from sensational
works of the past, she has
created new masterpieces whose
originality and vigour will delight
Danse Danse audiences in this
presentation with the Orchestre
symphonique des jeunes de
Montréal.”

 

Pierre Des Marais, Artistic and
Executive Director  

TICKETS START AT $36.50

Place des Arts's Box Office : 514 842.2112 / 1 866 842.2112

 

 NEXT PERFORMANCE
SÃO PAULO COMPANHIA DE DANÇA 
TRIPLE BILL
Édouard Lock + Jomar Mesquita + Nacho Duato 
 

April 28. 29. 30, 2016

Théâtre de Maisonneuve, Place des Arts

Édouard Lock is back with a vengeance with the remarkable dancers
of the São Paulo Companhia de Dança and a piece inspired by
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, featuring lascivious dance by the
Brazilian Jomar Mesquita and an invitation to embark on a journey
by the Spanish Nacho Duato.

 

Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured: video excerpts, interviews,
photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.
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CREDITS

Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune

Choreography and Artistic Direction Marie Chouinard. Music Prélude à l'après-midi d'un faune, Claude Debussy, 1894. Dancer Carol
Prieur. Costumes LouisMontpetit and Marie Chouinard. Make-up Jacques Lee Pelletier. 

* Dancer for the world premiere : Dominique Porte

Le Sacre du printemps

Conception, Artistic Direction and Choreography Marie Chouinard. Musics Signatures sonores, Rober Racine, 1992, 12 minutes. Le Sacre du printemps,
Igor Stravinsky, 1913 - with the courtesy of Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., Publisher and copyright holder, 35 minutes. Dancers Sébastien Cossette-Masse, Paige
Culley, Valeria Galluccio, Leon Kupferschmid, Lucy M. May, Mariusz Ostrowski, Sacha Ouellette-Deguire, Carol Prieur, James Viveiros, Megan Walbaum.
Light  Marie Chouinard. Costumes  L Vandal. Accessories Zaven Paré. Make up Jacques-Lee Pelletier. Hairdressing Daniel Éthier.

*Dancers for the World Première Marie-Josée Paradis, Mathilde Monnard, Daniel Éthier, Dominique Porte, Pamela Newell, José Navas, Jeremy Weichsel.
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Photo 1 Le Sacre du printemps © Nicolas Ruel. Dancers Carol Prieur, James Viveiros.  Photo 2 Le Sacre du printemps © Marie
Chouinard. Dancer Dominique Porte. 
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