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Raw energy, lyricism and high speed electrify Ginette Laurin’s eight dancers, galvanized by the 
desire for fulfillment in encounters with the other. A moving portrait of imperfect humanity to 
celebrate the 30 years of the company O Vertigo. 

 

CREDITS 
 
Choreography Ginette Laurin 

Dancers Audrey Bergeron, Sophie Breton, Charles Cardin-Bourbeau, Caroline Laurin-Beaucage, 
Louis-Élyan Martin, Robert Meilleur, James Phillips, Stéphanie Abubo Tremblay. 

Music editing Michel F. Côté 

Costumes Marilène Bastien 

Lighting Martin Labrecque 

Production Manager André Houle 

Co-production Place des Arts (Montréal, Canada) 

O Vertigo is supported by the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, the Canada Council for 
the Arts and the Conseil des arts de Montréal. 

 

ABOUT SOIF 

With this new creation, Ginette Laurin is returning to the roots of her choreographic language, 
constructing a work in which the gesture takes on its fullest significance, plunging viewers into 
the heart of human relationships. Soif is a dance that stems from the impetus of movement, 
propelling the bodies into wild, unfettered bursts of lyricism. 

A wide-open stage, costumes by Marilène Bastien, lighting by Martin Labrecque and a musical 
montage by Michel F. Côté serve to accentuate the bodies of the eight dancers (Audrey Bergeron, 
Sophie Breton, Charles Cardin-Bourbeau, Caroline Laurin-Beaucage, Louis-Élyan Martin, Robert 
Meilleur, James Phillips, Stéphanie Abubo Tremblay), whose impulsive gestures give the work its 
rhythm. They intersect, unite, support and oppose each other in a dance that explores the 
darkest—and lightest—areas of human relations. 

 

GINETTE LAURIN – CHOREOGRAPHER 

With more than 50 choreographic works to her credit and worldwide acclaim, Ginette Laurin is 
one of the foremost figures in contemporary dance in Canada. Trained as a gymnast and in 
modern dance and classical ballet in Montreal and New York City, Ginette quickly became a 
sought-after performer when she began her dancing career in Montreal at the beginning of the 
1970s. After creating several works as an independent choreographer, in 1984 she founded 
O Vertigo, a company now known for its expressive power and the unerring realization of its 
artistic vision. Since her debut Ginette Laurin has established an enviable international 
reputation by creating, year after year, striking works in which she shows an extraordinary ability 
to renew her gestural language and images to better evoke the underlying themes. 
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Besides her activities at O Vertigo, Ginette Laurin choreographs dance pieces for other companies 
and transmits her knowledge as a professor and lecturer both in Canada and abroad, and during 
workshops organized by O Vertigo. 

She was a guest professor at Tanzwerkstatt Europa in Munich in 1996, participated in the 
Coreografi internazionali a confronto at Teatro Vascello in Rome in 1998, directed the first dance 
lab organized by The Performing Arts Labs in England in 1999 and teaches on occasion at the 
University of Quebec at Montreal (UQAM). In 2006 she directed the Swiss International Coaching 
Project in Zurich and the Osez! event in St. Jean-Port Joli (Quebec). She reprised En Dedans 
(1997) with graduating students from five Canadian dance schools and presented the work at the 
2010 Canada Dance Festival.  

Invited by CCN - Ballet de Lorraine and the Opéra national de Lorraine, in October 2011 Ginette 
Laurin presented her choreography of Le Sacre du printemps in Nancy, France with 70 musicians 
of the Opéra national de Lorraine and 25 dancers of the Ballet de Lorraine performing onstage. 

For the past few years she has been pursuing creation in various forms – dance installations, film, 
video and photography. Her approach reflects her commitment to experimentation and research 
that is often linked to identity and the double. 

 

O VERTIGO – THE COMPANY CELEBRATES ITS 30TH BIRTHDAY! 
 
Thirty years have passed since O Vertigo’s dazzling beginnings in 1984. With Ginette Laurin, the 
company’s founder, artistic director and choreographer, vertigo becomes inevitable. With her 
characteristic bold steps, pushing the dancers’ bodies to the limit in constant imbalance, she 
explores the frenzy generated by our attraction to the void. In 1986 Laurin received the 
prestigious J.A. Chalmers Award, rapidly gaining international acclaim when she presented her 
works in Canada, the United States, Europe, Brazil, Mexico, Israel, China and Japan. 
 
After Olé (1984) and Full House (1987), two pieces characterized by wit and finesse, Ginette 
Laurin, inspired by Cervantes’ novel, created a spirited Don Quixote with a flamenco flavour. In 
Chagall (1989), the aerial couples created by the Russian painter come to life in a dreamlike 
atmosphere where moments of gentle fluidity alternate with daring leaps. These works were an 
immediate success for O Vertigo, resulting in several international tours. 
 
With Train d’enfer (Broken Wings, 1990), Ginette Laurin began a deeper exploration of drama 
and emotion. A notable example is La Chambre Blanche (1992), where dancers caught in an 
extremely vulnerable situation are probed in their innermost depths. For this outstanding work, O 
Vertigo and Ginette Laurin were awarded the 1992 Grand Prix du Conseil des arts de la 
Communauté urbaine de Montréal (CACUM) and the Dora Mavor Moore Award in Toronto.  
 
Created in 1994, Déluge delighted audiences many times over. Jocelyn Pook’s beautiful musical 
score is still earning acclaim. The work also inspired Night of the Flood, a film directed by Bernar 
Hébert. The year 1997 was marked by a new award, the Émergence Prize granted to UQAM 
graduates, and a new challenge: La Bête (The Beast Within), created by Ginette Laurin based on 
characters imagined by her performers, was an extravagant, baroque and theatrical work. 
 
The choreographer is fascinated by polarities and dualities. By way of contrast, she created En 
Dedans (1997), a more formal piece, characterized by subtlety and luminous sensuality. O 
Vertigo won the Recognition Prize in the dance category for the piece at the 1998 Grand Prix du 
CACUM. Ginette Laurin's next creation was La Vie Qui Bat (1999), which was choreographed to 
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Steve Reich’s famous composition Drumming. The warm response of audiences to the work made 
O Vertigo's 15th anniversary a triumphant celebration, and in August 2000 the company thrilled 
New York audiences by performing it at Central Park Summer Stage. 
 
In 2001 O Vertigo presented the premiere of luna at the Luzerner Theater in Switzerland. This 
piece, with its moonlike, crystalline atmosphere, distills the imagination by means of ellipses and 
optical effects that reveal the hidden face of the dance. "The old, daring acrobatic flourish has 
been replaced by an astounding concentration on small details in gestures and isolated 
movements. There is admirable finesse to the dancers..." (The New York Times, October 2001).  
luna has been presented from 2001 to 2003 in front of more than 30 000 spectators during an 
international tour. 
 
On the occasion of O Vertigo's 20th anniversary Ginette Laurin created Passare (2004), where 
she evokes the traces left by human beings in time and space. That same year she presented The 
Resonance of the Double at the Musée d’art contemporain in Montreal. This series of six 
installations incorporating dance, performance, video projections and photographs was 
emblematic of the choreographer's new multidisciplinary orientation.  
 
The opening of the Creation Centre at Place des Arts in 2005 reaffirmed this approach, 
propelling Ginette Laurin's creative energy into unexplored territory. She collaborated in the 
creation of several films with director Oana Suteu, including Wire Frame (2005), a television 
adaptation of the O Vertigo dance work Passare, which won Best Canadian Work at the 2006 
International Festival of Films on Art in Montreal. In 2007 she created Étude #3 pour cordes et 
poulies, co-produced and presented by Danse Danse. 
 
In 2008 and 2009 Ginette Laurin re-created one of the signature work of O Vertigo's repertoire, 
La Chambre Blanche (1992). She also directed a full-length film based on the piece, and a 
revival of La Vie Qui Bat (created for the inaugural season of Danse Danse in 1999) at Dance 
Triennale Tokyo. The enthusiastic reaction of Japanese audiences gave the work a new lease on 
life, and it subsequently opened both the Festival de Danse et des Arts multiples de Marseille in 
June, 2010 and the Montreal/New Music Festival in February, 2011. La Chambre Blanche has 
been performed some forty times since its re-creation, touring in Canada, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy and Mexico, as well as England – including a presentation at London’s prestigious 
Dance Umbrella festival.  
 
With Onde de choc (2010), the choreographer's new creation delves deeper into the mysteries of 
that wonderful machine, the human body, this time by amplifying the body's movements and the 
heartbeats of the dancers. After its première at Montreal’s Festival TransAmériques in May, 2010 
the work toured Europe, with presentations in France, Germany, Austria and Scotland (at 
Glasgow’s New Territories festival) before returning to Canada for a series of performances in 
2011 and 2012. 
 
In KHAOS (2012), Ginette Laurin continued her incursion into the world of digital technology, 
focussing particularly on the relationship between sound and movement. The work had its world 
première at Madrid's Festival Internacional Madrid en Danza in autumn 2012, and was supported 
by prestigious co-producers: Théâtre National de Chaillot in Paris, Festival de Danse et des Arts 
multiples de Marseille (F/D/Am/M), and Festival TransAmériques (FTA) in Montreal. 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF THE DANCERS 
 
 
Audrey Bergeron 
 
Audrey Bergeron is a graduate of the École de danse contemporaine de Montréal. She has 
performed in Loops by Ismaël Mouaraki of the dance company Destins Croisés, as well as in Vieux 
Thomas et la petite fée and L’Atelier by Hélène Langevin of Bouge de là. She was part of the cast 
of Jabbarnack!, directed by Jean Asselin and Réal Bossé, and La couleur du gris by Anne 
Sabourin and Christian Leblanc, two Omnibus productions. As a choreographer, among other 
projects, she has created works for Tangente’s Danses Buissonnières series, the Festival Quartiers 
Danses, and Bouge d’ici. Her choreography for Cirque Éloize was performed at the opening gala 
of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra. In addition, she has created dance videos that have been 
shown at several international festivals. Audrey Bergeron also works as a dance teacher and 
rehearsal director. She joined O Vertigo in 2013. 
 
 
Sophie Breton 
 
Sophie Breton trained in gymnastics and classical dance before graduating from the École de 
danse contemporaine de Montréal in 2008. She subsequently worked with such choreographer-
dancers as Alan Lake in Chaudière, Déplacements et Paysages and Geneviève Smith-Courtois in 
J’t’ventre T’emb. She went on to perform in Frédéric Marier’s Méta, Thierry Huard’s Fall/ Winter 
2012: The Goddess’s Return, Sasha Kleinplatz’s All the Ladies, Isabelle Van Grimde’s Bodies to 
Bodies 3 and Les Gestes, and Virginie Brunelle’s Complexe des genres. She also collaborated 
with the Fondation Jean-Pierre Perreault in the restaging of excerpts from Joe and Rodolphe, 
presented at the Canada Dance Festival in June 2012. Sophie Breton teaches classical ballet and 
contemporary dance at the École de danse Louise Lapierre. She has been a member of O Vertigo 
since 2013. 
 
 
Charles Cardin-Bourbeau  
 
Originally from the Yukon, Charles Cardin-Bourbeau initially trained in gymnastics before turning 
to contemporary dance at The School of Dance in Ottawa. After obtaining his diploma, he joined 
the Ottawa Dance Directives (ODD), where he had the opportunity to work with various 
choreographers, including Noam Gagnon for SHO ME WUT U GUT, Tedd Robinson for 
Trembleherd Bells, and Yvonne Coutts for Eternity Floated a Blossoming and Too Near. He has 
also worked with choreographers Caroline Barrière and Darryl Tracy. Since 2012, he has 
participated in the Dance By Youth For Youth project as a dancer, and recently as a 
choreographer. In the spring of 2014, he joined O Vertigo for Soif. 
 
 
Caroline Laurin-Beaucage 
 
Since graduating from the School of Toronto Dance Theatre, Caroline Laurin-Beaucage has been 
highly active on the Montreal dance scene. As a dancer, she has worked with choreographers 
Jacques Poulin-Denis, Deborah Dunn, Louise Bédard, Jean-Pierre Perrault, as well as the 
companies Bouge de là and Fortier Danse-Création. As a choreographer, she has created several 
works, including Hit and Fall (2009), created in collaboration with Martin Messier and presented 
at the Festival TransAmériques, Les Escales Improbables de Montréal, ArtDanthé (Vanves, 
France), and Festival VIA (Maubeuge, France). Her latest work, SOAK, was presented at Tangente 
and the Festival Temps d’images in 2012. Caroline Laurin-Beaucage also gives professional 
development classes at the Regroupement québécois de la danse, and teaches at Concordia 
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University’s Department of Contemporary Dance. She has been a member of O Vertigo since the 
creation of KHAOS in 2011. 
 
 
Louis-Elyan Martin 
 
Born in France, Louis-Elyan Martin studied English literature and history at the University of 
Bristol in England, and at the University of New South Wales in Australia. He received a Master’s 
degree from the Université d’Aix-Marseille in 2008. With a passion for contemporary dance, 
which he discovered at the Centre chorégraphique de Haute-Provence Céline Faure, he began his 
dance training at Concordia University in 2008. He continued his studies at the École de danse 
contemporaine de Montréal, graduating in 2012. Prior to this, he perfected his technique with 
Danièle Desnoyers’ company Le Carré des Lombes at the Springboard Danse Montréal in 2009. 
Two years later, he studied the GaGa technique with Ohad Naharin’s Batsheva Dance Company in 
Tel Aviv. Louis-Elyan Martin is also interested in dance-theatre and performance, an art form he 
highly esteems. He has worked with a number of young choreographers, including Patrick Lloyd 
Brennan and Claudia Chan Tak. He joined O Vertigo in 2012 
 
 
Robert Meilleur 
 
Robert Meilleur began his contemporary dance career in Montreal with choreographers Hélène 
Blackburn and Martine Époque. He then spent three years in Calgary, where he acted, 
choreographed, and taught dance. From 1991 to 1995, he was a member of O Vertigo, dancing 
in Train d’enfer, La Chambre Blanche, and Déluge. He then returned to performing as an 
independent dancer for numerous choreographers, including William Douglas, José Navas, Sacha 
Waltz and Jean-Pierre Perreault, and worked in close collaboration with Benoît Lachambre, Paul-
André Fortier and Isabelle Van Grimde. He was also rehearsal master for Van Grimde Corps 
Secrets, and on occasion for Danse Carpe Diem/Emmanuel Jouthe. Robert Meilleur rejoined O 
Vertigo in 2004. 
 
 
James Phillips 
 
James Phillips is a graduate of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School and of the Senior Professional 
Program of the School of Contemporary Dancers in Winnipeg. From 2005 to 2009, he was a 
member of Le Groupe Dance Lab in Ottawa, where he was involved in over twenty-five creative 
processes with such choreographers as Tedd Robinson, Lionel Hoche and Louise Bédard. He also 
collaborated on Gaile Petursson’s Faeries (2006) and Brontë (2009). He has been a member of O 
Vertigo since 2009. 
 
 
Stéphanie Tremblay-Abudo 
 
Stéphanie Abubo was born in Montreal. She began at an early age on the figure skating scène 
and has been on the junior national team. Then, fascinated by the contemporary dance, she joins 
The School of Toronto Dance Theatre, where she graduated in 2010. Professionally, she has 
danced choreographies by Peggy Baker, Susie Burpee, Michael Caldwell, Danny Grossman, Dan 
Wild, Karen Kaeja and Allen Kaeja. She has been a dancer with Kaeja d’Dance from 2010 to 
2014. She became a member of O Vertigo in 2014 for Soif. 
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PRESS QUOTES 
 
 
“Laurin’s constant courage and open-mindedness are qualities that mark O Vertigo, impelling it 
to take new risks with the playful fearlessness its name implies.”  
Linde Howe-Beck, Dance International, fall 2006 
 
 
ONDE DE CHOC (2010) 
  
"an unstintingly superb performance"  
Mary Brennan, Herald Scotland (Glasgow), March 22, 2011  
 
“The performance is captivating above all through its visual and acoustic complexity, its resonant 
images and the mastery of the dancers, which together create an overpowering aesthetic 
experience.”  
Astrid Priebs-Tröger, Potsdamer Neueste Nachrichten (Potsdam), March 13, 2011  
 
 
LA VIE QUI BAT (2009 - RECREATION)  
 
“Laurin spread the stage out beautifully, and her partnering phrases had a workmanlike quality—
not rough-edged but real." 
Andrew Boynton, The New Yorker, August 2013 
 
“My word of advice to you is simple: Don’t miss this one. […] This is a superb, brilliant and 
flawlessly executed piece of magic on the mat." 
Richard DiMaggio, didyouweekend.com, August 2013 
 
 
LA CHAMBRE BLANCHE (2008 - RECREATION)  
 
“Laurin takes not only her dancers on a roller coaster of emotions and nervous ticks, but quickly 
draws the audience in as well. [...] the “recreation” [...] pays off: the audience loved it.”  
Eva-Maria Magel, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (Francfort), March 10, 2008  
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HONOURS 

• Award for Best Canadian Work at the International Festival of Films on Art in Montreal for 
Wire Frame, a television adaptation of the work Passare, 2006 

• Cinedance Award for Best Direction at the Moving Pictures Festival in Toronto for the 
short film Passare, 2003 

• Prix Reconnaissance de l'Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), Arts Faculty, 2002 

• Émergence Prize awarded to Ginette Laurin by the Regroupement des diplômés-es de 
l’Université du Québec à Montréal, 1997 

• Dora Mavor Moore Award for La Chambre Blanche, Toronto, 1994 

• 1992 Grand Prix du Conseil des arts de la Communauté urbaine de Montréal 
for excellence for La Chambre Blanche and for O Vertigo’s contribution to the artistic 
community, 1993 

• Jean A. Chalmers Award to Ginette Laurin for outstanding choreography, given by the 
Ontario Arts Council, 1986 

 

 

 
O VERTIGO AT DANSE DANSE 
 
2007: Étude # 3 pour cordes et poulies 
1999: La Vie Qui Bat 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This press kit consists of material provided by the company 
and by research conducted by the Danse Danse team. 


