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A new revelation on the emerging Quebec dance scene, Alan Lake will transform the 
Cinquième Salle into a mysterious garden tended by high-flying dancers. Their raw, fiery 
yet tender dance finds an echo in the splendid images of a film that opens up the 
horizons of this dreamlike landscape. 

 
 
 
 
CREDITS 
 

Choreography Alan Lake with the dancers  

Interpretation Dominic Caron, David Rancourt, Esther Rousseau-Morin, Arielle Warnke St-
Pierre 

Rehearsal Assistant and Artistic Advisor Annie Gagnon  

Set Design Julie Lévesque  

Set Design Assistant Jean-Nicolas Demers  

Composer Antoine Berthiaume  

Photography Direction François Gamache 

Video Design Louis-Robert Bouchard  

Lighting Design François Marceau 

This work received the support of Conseil des Arts et des Lettres du Québec, Conseil des 
Arts du Canada. Creation partners: La Place des Arts, La Rotonde centre chorégraphique 
contemporain de Québec, les Productions Recto-Verso, Circuit-Est centre chorégraphique 
et O Vertigo. 

 
 
 
ABOUT RAVAGES 
  

Using a sculptural installation created in collaboration with the visual artist Isabelle 
Lapierre, the multidisciplinary creator Alan Lake stages on a small scale catastrophic or 
unusual events. The charismatic dancers work their magic in a mysterious garden imbued 
with an atmosphere of impending catastrophe. Their bodies bear the double imprint of 
life and death. Raw, powerful, fiery yet tender, their dance finds an echo in the splendid 
images of a film that opens up the horizons of this dreamlike landscape. In this strange 
yet somehow familiar elsewhere, humans reinvent themselves and nature is restored. With 
Dominic Caron, David Rancourt, Esther Rousseau-Morin and Arielle Warnke St-Pierre.  
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ALAN LAKE – CHOREOGRAPHER, DIRECTOR 
 

A dancer, choreographer, director and visual artist, Alan Lake studied visual arts for five 
years, earning both a college diploma and a B.A. degree. His preferred media are 
sculpture, painting, installation and video, and his research focuses on making the object 
and the image malleable, flexible, organic and “dancing”, which of course led him to 
contemporary dance. He studied dance and performance at the École de danse de 
Québec, graduating in 2007. Since then he has concentrated on dance, placing his 
experience and multidisciplinary practice in service of movement, and presenting his 
work in Quebec City, Montreal, across Canada and in Europe.  

 

After Suite pour trois assiettes (2003), Le blé près de chez nous (2004), L’après-midi-
oiseaux (2006), Dany and Me Too (2009, co-created with Dany Desjardins), Chaudières, 
déplacements et paysages (2010) and Là-bas, le lointain (2012), in 2015 he will present 
his seventh choreography, Ravages. As it was the case in his two previous pieces, it will 
incorporate dance films he has made. Like Là-bas, le lointain, the piece will also include 
an installation and will play with the interactions between the body, the image and the 
materials on hand. Alan Lake’s other films are Battement Bleu (2003) and 9 Minutes, 2 
Fois (2004), winner of the audience favourite award at Vidéastes Recherché•es.  

 

Since 2007 Alan Lake has also danced for Harold Rhéaume’s company Le fils d’Adrien 
danse (NU, Jumeaux and Fluide), and for Danièle Desnoyer’s company Le Carré des 
Lombes (Là où je vis and Dévorer le Ciel, presented in 2010 by Danse Danse). He 
participated in the original Grand continental by Sylvain Émard Danse, and was selected 
by Animal of Distinction to perform a piece by Dana Gingras for an Arcade Fire video.  

 
 
 
 
ALAN LAKE FACTORI(E) – COMPANY 
 

Alan Lake Factori(e) is a multidisciplinary contemporary dance company created and 
directed by Alan Lake, and its research lab is based in Quebec City. The company is 
dedicated to creating and presenting dance works, multidisciplinary pieces and art films. 
It promotes contemporary dance and choreographic research through performances, 
workshops, training sessions, lectures and other related activities. 

 

The basis of Alan Lake’s approach is threefold – dance, film and visual arts. He prefers to 
work with one medium at a time, taking from each discipline an essence that is 
transferred from one field of research to another, with his focus changing and his creative 
approach renewed by these in-depth explorations. Every question and every answer 
generated by a project initiates new research. Although each of his works is an entity unto 
itself, the creative process never really ends. His productions are part of a perpetually 
renewed continuity. 
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Using the notion of landscape for both its pictorial and evocative functions, Alan Lake 
extracts from the body and from matter their landscape-like qualities, revealing the 
polarity of reality – order and disorder, the tragic and the magnificent. Over time the 
evocation of the cycle of life and death has become a recurrent theme, an exploration of 
loss, of traces left, of the sublime and the body’s cellular memory. Through rigorous work 
based on observation and exchange, he searches for ways so that each dancer is able to 
convey, in body, mind and being, the essence of the themes pursued. At times the 
movement may be generated by an impulse stimulated by memory, at other times it 
might be resistant to that impulse. 

 

The company is open to collaborations and a sharing of visions and experience. Alan Lake 
is surrounded by artists and designers from different backgrounds who assist him in his 
research, pushing him further in his reflections and in his choreography. 

 
 
 
PRESS QUOTE 

 

“His style is strong and singular, and his choreography goes beyond the frontiers of 
movement. With Là-bas, le lointain, Alan Lake has created a surprise of the 2011-2012 
season and managed to touch the great Lepage, who was full of praise during the post-
show discussion.” (Voir, Quebec City) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This press kit consists of material provided by the company 
and by research conducted by the Danse Danse team. 


