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PPS DANSE CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY WITH NEW VERSION OF A SEMINAL
WORK

Quebec

PPS DANSE
Bagne Recréation
Jeff Hall, Pierre-Paul Savoie

In co-presentation with

 8 PM
LENGTH – 1 H
VENUE – CINQUIÈME SALLE

October 21, 2015
October 22, 2015
October 23, 2015
October 24, 2015
October 28, 2015
October 29, 2015
October 30, 2015
October 31, 2015

 TICKETS START AT $37.50

Post-performance talk with the artists
Friday October 23, 2015,
Friday October 30, 2015,

Montreal, September 30, 2015. Spectators who saw the original version of Bagne presented by PPS Danse in 1993 have a poignant
memory of the fierce, acrobatic duo of Jeff Hall and Pierre-Paul Savoie in a dance that takes place in a prison cell. That dance-theatre
piece had a big impact on the history of Quebec dance and touched thousands of spectators on both sides of the Atlantic. To mark the 25th
anniversary of the company, the two artists have completely reworked the piece, anchoring it in the reality of our times. They have
completely revised the sound design, and have entrusted the performance to two young dancers, Lael Stellick and Milan Panet-Gigon
(replaced from time to time by Jonathan Fortin). The enclosed space of the cell is a powerful metaphor for our own psychological
imprisonment.

BAGNE

http://www.dansedanse.ca/en/pps-danse-celebrates-25th-anniversary-new-version-seminal-work
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BAGNE
Created in 1993 by Jeff Hall and Pierre-Paul Savoie, this
intense duet turn into a female version in 1998 featuring
Sarah Williams and Carole Courtois. More than 100
performances of both versions have touched thousands of
spectators on both sides of the Atlantic.

RELEASED FROM OUR PRISONS
In an imposing metal structure that resulted in a prestigious
Bessie Award in New York for set designer Bernard Lagacé,
two men oscillate between rage and despair. How does one
cope with enforced proximity in a violent world? How do men
create a semblance of the freedom they aspire to? Like two
lions in a cage, they maintain vigilant watch on each other,
confront each other. Their movement is fraught with tension;
the clash of their bodies fierce. Restless and on edge, they
hang from the bars of the cell, swinging from the bars in an
acrobatic dance that is almost circus-like. Fortunately they
are sometimes able to find small comfort in the shared tenderness and sensuality of furtive embraces.

Orchestrated on the spot by Bernard Falaise, the completely new sound environment reinforces the feeling of urgency so palpable in the original
version. 

PPS DANSE, 25 YEARS OF PASSION AND COMMITMENT

PPS is a company characterized by openness, creativity, humanism, sharing and commitment. Its values are incarnated in dance-theatre works
based on artistic encounters. They are also conveyed in its commitment to democratize contemporary dance through, for example, its many
community outreach and audience development activities. In June 2015, PPS Danse was awarded the Prix de l’Action culturelle by the City of
Montreal.

Founded in 1989 by the choreographer, dancer and director Pierre-Paul Savoie, the company has produced some twenty original works to date.
It has gradually also moved into the realm of performances for young audiences, and has become a major player with pieces such as Contes
pour enfants pas sages and Les Chaises.

With interdisciplinary works that extol expressiveness, communication and the humanity of the body, it has presented more than 650
performances in a dozen countries in North America, Latin America and Europe. PPS is celebrating its 25th anniversary with this new version of
Bagne.

TWO OF KIND

In 1987 Jeff Hall and Pierre-Paul Savoie created Duodénum, their first piece together, followed by Bagne and then Pôles. Jeff impressed with his
physical performances and humour. Pierre-Paul made his mark as a striking dancer and vocalist. After a decade of rewarding artistic
collaboration within PPS Danse, each went his own way. While Jeff Hall is travelling in the Americas and in Asia as a designer and
choreographer for the circus, Pierre-Paul Savoie is director of this Montreal dance-theatre company and is also involved in a variety of other
artistic projects. 

 

 

 



“Revisiting a work that left its mark on the hearts and minds of many
in the past is an act that allows for not only taking a look at a piece of
our collective history but also measuring how the world and
mentalities have changed. It is an act of memory necessary for both
the artistic community and the audience. We are pleased to make
that possible with this co-production.”

- Artistic Programmers  

TICKETS START AT $37.50 

Place des Arts's Box Office : 514 842.2112 / 1 866 842.2112

 

TALK ABOUT DANCE 

MEET THE ARTISTS
Friday, October 23 and 30, 2015
Rigth after the show
 

PPS DANSE 25 YEARS -
RETROSPECTIVE 

EXHIBITION DATE: SEPTEMBER 4 TO OCTOBER 10,
2015 AT THE EXHIBIT HALL OF THE PLACE DES ARTS 

Where the disciplines of dance and theatre converge, the
exhibition PPS Danse 25 years - Retrospective retraces
the history of PPS Danse and Pierre-Paul Savoie's artistic
path through outstanding works of his repertoire, his
artistic collaborations and his commitment to cultural
mediation.   

 NEXT PERFORMANCE
HOFESH SHECHTER COMPANY
SUN
Hofesh Shechter Company
 

November, 5. 6. 7, 2015

Théâtre Maisonneuve, Place des Arts

Hofesh Shechter is back to set the Montreal stage ablaze with the
furious dance, explosive music and 14 dancers of Sun. In a
boisterous masquerade, he removes the masks worn in an
apparently perfect world. Fierce and incisive.



Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured: video excerpts, interviews,
photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.
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Bérubé & Geoffroy Communications

Benoit Geoffroy » 514 722.9888 » bgeoffroy@videotron.ca 
Monique Bérubé » 514 723.4943 » monique.berube44@sympatico.ca

CREDITS

Concept, Staging and Choreography Jeff Hall, Pierre-Paul Savoie. Dancers Lael Stellick, Milan Panet-Gigon (substitute Jonathan Fortin). Music and Sound
Design Bernard Falaise. Sound Jean Gaudreau. Scenography Bernard Lagacé. Lights Marc Parent. Costume Design Linda Brunelle. Makeup
Design Florence Cornet. Dramaturge Guy Cools. Technical Director Valérie Bourque. 

Photo 1 and 2 © Rolline Laporte, dancers Lael Stellick, Milan Panet-Gigon. Photo 3 © Michael Slobodian, choreographer, Jeff Hall. Photo 4 © Rolline

Laporte, choreographer Pierre-Paul Savoie.
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