
Montreal, October 2nd, 2013 – The internationally renowned choreographer Marie Chouinard will be taking over Théâtre Maisonneuve at the 
invitation of Danse Danse, presenting 2 brilliant and startling works. In a program performed by 12 dancers she pays tribute to 2 great European 
artists, now deceased: the poet and painter Henri Michaux and the composer Erik Satie. HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS opens the evening 
with the dancers spiritedly incarnating ink stains on a white background. The Montreal première of this piece (originally presented in 2011 in 
Austria) will be followed by the grand Canadian première of GYMNOPÉDIES, which was unveiled in Lisbon last June, acclaimed in Europe and 
the United States, and performed in New York just prior to this Montreal presentation. Ever eager to plunge into new fields of exploration and 
to push the limits of her dancers, the Quebec choreographer invites them to the piano to play the music of Satie’s compositions as accompaniment 
to a highly sensual dance. Two works in black and white that reflect the singularity and immense talent of this artist of unbridled imagination.

TWO NEW WORKS  
BY MARIE CHOUINARD

PRESS RElEASE

“A journey into the world of associations begins […]  
The audience is actively and mentally drawn into the  
performance.” (Wiener Zeitung, Vienna, review of  
HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS)

HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS (20051-2011)

In 1980 Marie Chouinard discovered Mouvements, a book by the 
poet and painter Henri Michaux (1899-1984) published in 1951. 
Consisting of 64 pages of India ink drawings, a long poem and a 
postscript, it is full of multiform figures that Marie Chouinard read 
from left to right and from page to page as though it were a choreo-
graphic score. She deciphered and transcribed these “movements in 
multiple spurts, feasts of bursting lines, blots and stains, whirling arms”2, 
integrating the book’s content into the dance piece. The drawings 
are projected onto the backdrop, allowing the spectators to make 
their own personal readings of the Michaux score. As a visual echo 
of the book, the black-clad dancers perform on a white floor. The 
music is by the composer Louis Dufort, a long-time colleague, with 
the soundscape by Edward Freedman.

1 Including a solo created at Cinquième Salle, Place des Arts, December 8, 2005.
2 Henri Michaux. 
3 Marie Chouinard.

GYMNOPÉDIES (2013)

This new work is inspired by the music and the structure of Gymnopédies 
no 1, 2 and 3 by Erik Satie (1866-1925), and is played on the piano by 
the COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD dancers, who received intensive 
musical training in order to accomplish that feat. Exploring the form 
of the danced duet, loving and erotic, so as to reveal “the unexpected, 
time, the dance itself, the miracle otherwise, the appearance of the 
present […] the ephemeral form”3, the choreographer suspends them 
in the very distinctive space-time of the music of the composer, a man 
who kept company with Cocteau, Picasso, Poulenc, Duchamp, Man 
Ray and other artists. The score also includes the opening movement 
of Richard Wagner’s Tristan und Isolde.  

COMPAGNIE 
MARIE CHOUINARD
HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS 

 GYMNOPÉDIES 
Marie Chouinard
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Pierre Des Marais and  
Clothilde Cardinal,  
Artistic Co-Directors©

 m
on

ic
 ri

ch
ar

d.

MARIE CHOUINARD

In 1978 Marie Chouinard presented 
her first dance piece, Cristallisation, 
which established her reputation as an outstanding artist driven by a 
quest for candid authenticity. It was followed by some thirty solos, 
including the remarkable Marie Chien Noir (1982), S.T.A.B. (Space, 
Time and Beyond) (1986) and L’Après-midi d’un faune (1987). Her 
work has had enormous impact on contemporary dance over the 
past three decades.

In 1990 she founded COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD, which has 
presented more than 1000 performances in major theatres and at 
prestigious festivals all over the world. Her pieces are performed by 
dancers of the highest calibre, individuals like Carol Prieur, who was 
named dancer of the year in 2010 by the leading contemporary 
dance magazine Tanz, and Lucie Mongrain, the fabulous dancer in 
the solo piece Étude no 1 (2001).

In 2007 her company moved into a new studio in Montreal, the Espace 
Marie Chouinard. It was there in 2009 that Marie Chouinard, after not 
performing for 20 years, returned to the stage in the solo gloires du 
matin :)-(:. In 2012 she repeated the solo experience with IN MUSEUM, 
a 3-hour performance presented at the 2013 Festival TransAmériques.

Marie Chouinard has published a collection of poems and a richly 
illustrated book about her dance company. She is also a set and 
lighting designer and a photographer, and her opus includes multimedia 
works and films.

Named an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2007, Marie Chouinard has 
received several awards including a Bessie Award in New York (2000), 
the Denise Pelletier Award (2010), the Imperial Tobacco Foundation 
arts achievement award (2010), and the title of Chevalier in the 
Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (France, 2009). In 2010 the name Marie 
Chouinard became a dictionary entry in Le Petit Larousse illustré and 
in Le Robert in 2011. She was the 2012 recipient of the Conseil 
des arts et les lettres du Québec award for best choreography for 
LE NOMBRE D’OR (LIVE).

Audacity, inventiveness, intensity, humour and sensuality… 

In other words, the Marie Chouinard we know and 

love! With these 2 new works added to her company’s 

already flamboyant repertoire, she plunges the audience 

into creative worlds that are as different as they are 

fascinating, into realms we are thrilled to discover.

“

”

HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS AnD GYMNOPÉDIES 
will be presenTeD in MOnTreAl 3 nighTs Only  

Tickets start at $34 (includes service charge but not taxes)  

and are available at the Place des Arts box office - 
514.842.2112, 1.866.842.2112, www.laplacedesarts.com

new: youth rate (age 30 and under)  
Get a 20% discount. Certain conditions apply.

TAlK ABOUT DANCE

MeeT The ArTisTs
Friday, November 1st, 2013
In the theatre following the performance

HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS Montreal premiere. Ballet in one act. Choreography and Artistic Direction Marie Chouinard. lighting, set Design Marie Chouinard. Original music Louis Dufort. sound environment Edward Freedman. 
Costumes Marie Chouinard and Marilène Bastien. hairstyle Marie Chouinard. poem, post face and projected drawings Henri Michaux, from the book Mouvements (1951), with the permission of the right-holders Henri Michaux and Editions 
Gallimard. Dancers at creation Kimberley De Jong, Leon Kupferschmid, Lucy M. May, Lucie Mongrain, Mariusz Ostrowski, Carol Prieur, Gérard Reyes, Dorotea Saykaly, James Viveiros, Megan Walbaum. Dancers Paige Culley, Valeria 
Galluccio, Leon Kupferschmid, Lucy M. May, Lucie Mongrain, Mariusz Ostrowski, Sacha Ouellette-Deguire, Carol Prieur, Gérard Reyes, Dorotea Saykaly, James Viveiros, Megan Walbaum. A COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD production 
with the support of ImPulsTanz (Vienna). The COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD wishes to thank the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, the Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil des Arts de Montréal. Created at the Impulstanz, 
Vienna International Dance Festival,Vienna, August 2, 2011. Including a solo created at Cinquième Salle, Place des Arts, December 8, 2005. warning this performance includes stroboscopic effects. length 35 minutes. // intermission //  

  GYMNOPÉDIES Canadian premiere. Choreography and Artistic Direction Marie Chouinard. Music Erik Satie, Gymnopédies no 1, no 2, no 3. Musical consultant Louis Dufort. lighting Design Alain Lortie. set Design Guillaume Lord and 
Marie Chouinard. Costumes Liz Vandal. Additional Costumes Marie Chouinard. Dancers Paige Culley, Valeria Galluccio, Leon Kupferschmid, Lucy M. May, Lucie Mongrain, Mariusz Ostrowski, Sacha Ouellette-Deguire, Carol Prieur, Gérard 
Reyes, Dorotea Saykaly, James Viveiros, Megan Walbaum. A COMPAGNIE MARIE CHOUINARD production, in co-production with Les Nuits de Fourvière (Lyon), with the support ofCarolina Performing Arts (Chapel Hill). World Premiere 
Centro Cultural of Belem, Lisbonne, Portugal, June 2013. length 30 minutes.   photo 1 (HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS) © Sylvie-Ann Paré. Dancers Gérard Reyes, Mariusz Ostrowski, James Viveiros, Lucy M. May, Lucie Mongrain, Leon 
Kupferschmid, Carol Prieur. photo 2 (GyMNOpédIES) © Sylvie-Ann Paré. Dancer Paige Culley. photo 3 (GyMNOpédIES) © Sylvie-Ann Paré. Dancers Sacha Ouellette-Deguire, Valeria Galluccio. photo 4 (HENRI MICHAUX : MOUVEMENTS) © 
Sylvie-Ann Paré. Dancer Carol Prieur.    grAphiC Design Gris-Gris design graphique.

Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured:  

video excerpts, interviews, photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.

dansedanse.ca

DAnse DAnse » 514.848.0623 

MeDiA relATiOns » Bérubé & Geoffroy Communications » Benoit Geoffroy » 514.722.9888 » bgeoffroy@videotron.ca » Monique Bérubé » 514.723.4943 » monique.berube44@sympatico.ca
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