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CREATIVE COLLISION FOR EXALTED HARP
Quebec

LE CARRÉ DES LOMBES

Paradoxe Mélodie
Danièle Desnoyers

 8 PM
LENGTH – 1 H 10
VENUE – THÉÂTRE
MAISONNEUVE

April 30, 2015
May 1, 2015
May 2, 2015

 TICKETS START AT $34.00

Post-performance talk with the artists
Friday May 1, 2015,

Montreal, April 6, 2015 - Danse Danse has given Montreal choreographer Danièle Desnoyers a wonderful opportunity to stage a work in a
venue equal to her remarkable talent and her magnificent dance. She will thus be presenting at Théâtre Maisonneuve her newest piece
entitled Paradoxe Mélodie, performed by 10 of the most inspiring dancers in Quebec. Ever keen to pursue new experiences, the effusive
and sensitive choreographer has provoked an unusual encounter between the harp and contemporary electro-acoustic music. A piece full of
delicate gestures, vigorous duets and explosions of energy, it adds spice to the romanticism of contemporary youth.

http://www.dansedanse.ca/en/creative-collision-exalted-harp
http://www.dansedanse.ca/en/node/1277/edit
http://www.dansedanse.ca/en/node/1277/translate
http://www.dansedanse.ca/en


BETWEEN REALITY AND UTOPIA
In this new piece Danièle Desnoyers refines the dialogue between
movement and sound that she has been cultivating over the past 25
years by provoking a collision between the soundscape of the harp
and the contemporary tones of electro-acoustic music. While her
choreography grows increasingly refined with deft phrasings that bring
out emotion from the innermost depths of the body, she features live
music onstage performed by the harpist Éveline Grégoire-Rousseau,
who plays a composition by musical director Nicolas Bernier, music
that is manipulated and revised live by the sound designer and
complemented by a pre-recorded electro-acoustic score

By awakening our auditory and emotional memories with its ethereal
sounds, the harp gives rise to soaring, celestial feelings, clichés that
the choreographer evokes in order to subvert them with a good dose of
humour. Arpeggios are deliciously perverted by the live music while the
movement, solidly anchored in contemporary dance, defies the instrument and all the imagery inherent to it, in an interplay of dynamic and
semantic contrasts and tensions between opposite poles as it shifts between rigour and folly, dynamism and indolence, order and chaos. The 10
dancers in Paradoxe Mélodie offer multiple variations on our perceptions of beauty.

“Never flat or conventional, her dance landscape embraces vibrations, tumult and distortions. The movement is raw, urgent and invigorating,
between constriction and freedom, restriction and release.” (Cahiers de théâtre Jeu, Montreal, review of Là où je vis)

ECHOING THE TENSIONS OF OUR TIMES
“My body is my primary home, a space contaminated by where I live, where I look, by what I
hear and feel. Dance surges powerfully through my senses. It is escape and imagination. It is a
condition that is both optimistic and demented. It acts as a response to silence. It sows
disorder, and I rebuild from that disorder. Dancing means to internalize and to externalize the
body, and indeed, the distinctive feature of dance is two-way movement. It all starts from the
body and leads to the body,” notes Danièle Desnoyers.

Danièle Desnoyers began her career in 1986 with Des héros désaffectés, where she was
already probing the expressiveness of the body. She founded Le Carré des Lombes in 1989
and established a solid reputation in the 1990s as someone whose sensitivity and originality
helped lead to the emergence of new perspectives in dance. Her choreography is quite
distinctive, with remarkable staging and sound environments that have a strong impact on the
language of the body.

Effusive and generous, her choreography is characterized by a constant oscillation between rigour and wild frenzy. Infused with humour and
sensuality, the finely polished movements of Paradoxe Mélodie burst into life in vigorous duos and explosions of energy.

This piece marks her company’s fourth Danse Danse presentation, after Concerto grosso pour corps et surface métallique and Play it again! (co-
presented with Agora de la danse in 1999 and in 2005 respectively), and Dévorer le ciel (2010).

Since 2012, Danièle Desnoyers was invited to join the faculty of the dance department of the Université du Québec à Montréal. Her repertoire is
taught in Canada's foremost professional dance institutions. 

“By inviting Danièle Desnoyers to
Théâtre Maisonneuve and co-
producing her new dance piece,
Danse Danse is delighted to
actively support Quebec artists
and invites the public to
celebrate the work of this major
choreographer and the 10
dancers in her company. This is
an encounter you won’t want to
miss!” 

Pierre Des Marais,
Artistic and Executive Director of
Danse Danse  

TICKETS START AT $34.00

Billetterie de la Place des Arts : 514 842.2112 / 1 866 842.2112
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SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW ON SALE

MAY 1, 2015: INDIVIDUAL TICKETS GO ON SALE

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT OUR WEB SITE:

DANSEDANSE.CA

Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured: video excerpts, interviews,
photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.
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CREDITS

Artistic Director, Choreographer Danièle Desnoyers. Dancers Tal Adler, Karina Champoux, Molly Johnson, Jason Martin, Brice Noeser, Pierre-Marc
Ouellette, Nicolas Patry, Clémentine Schindler, Anne Thériault, Élise Vanderborght. Rehearsal Director Sophie Corriveau assisted by Emmanuelle Bourassa
Beaudoin. Composer Nicolas Bernier. Harpist Éveline Grégoire-Rousseau. Lighting Designer Marc Parent. Costumes Designer Denis Lavoie. Make-
up, Hairstyle Designer Angelo Barsetti. Technical Director, Sound Manager Guillaume Cavaliere-Beranek. Lighting Gonzalo Soldi Perez Del Solar.

Paradoxe Mélodie is a production of Le Carré des Lombes in co-production with Théâtre National de Chaillot (Paris), Cultuurcentrum (Bruges), National Arts
Centre (Ottawa), Canada Dance Festival (Ottawa), Centennial Theatre (Sherbrooke), Danse Danse (Montreal), CanDance Network (Toronto), Dance
Departement of UQÀM and the PAFARC (Montreal).

With the support of Place des Arts (Montreal), Centennial Theatre (Sherbrooke) and Circuit-Est centre chorégraphique (Montreal).

Le Carré des Lombes receives the financial support of the Conseil des arts et lettres du Québec, the Canada Council for Arts, the Montreal Arts Council. Le
Carré des Lombes is a member of Circuit-Est centre chorégraphique and the Regroupement québécois de la danse.

 

Photo 1 © Luc Senécal. Interprètes Nicolas Patry, Brice Noeser, Karina Champoux, Jason Martin, Élise Vanderborght, Clémentine Schindler, Molly Johnson,
Anne Thériault.  Photo 2 © Monic Richard (Danièle Desnoyers) Photo 3 (Pierre Des Marais) 
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