
 

Montreal, October 25, 2013 — An undisputed master of creating hybrid forms that mix elements of urban, classical and contemporary dance, 
Victor Quijada will be presenting Quotient Empirique, a brand new work that deals with identity, nostalgia and regret. An internationally 
renowned choreographer, this Montreal-based Mexican-American highlights the physical beauty of the body and its complex geometry, 
emphasizing physical athletics and the virtuosity of his 6 dancers. In this full-fledged, mature piece, he reasserts the strength and subtlety of a 
unique approach that has electrified audiences and inspired an entire generation of dance artists. Danse Danse and Place des Arts will be 
featuring the very dynamic Groupe RUBBERBANDance for 3 weeks at Cinquième Salle! 

Over the past 10 years, the amazing duo that is Victor Quijada and 
Anne Plamondon has brilliantly developed the remarkable signature that 
is the hallmark of Groupe RUBBERBANDance. In Quotient Empirique 
he lets his unique style of movement come to full fruition in the bodies 
of his exceptional dancers, whose backgrounds range from classical, 
contemporary, urban and jazz dance to circus training. In this new work 
making its world première at Cinquième Salle, Victor Quijada continues 
his long-time collaboration with the composer Jasper Gahunia as he 
pursues the research undertaken in Gravity of Center (2011), focussing 
on the idea of the herd instinct and the movement of the pack. With 
a theatrical but not expository style, he portrays characters made to 
measure for the 6 dancers as he explores human relations, a recurring 
motif in his artistic approach, one that combines fiery spirit with 
violence, tenderness, comedy and tragedy. The main theme of the 
piece is each individual’s perception of self and identity, which changes 
with time and the weight of experience, leaving in its wake a touch 
of nostalgia and sometimes even a few regrets.

“There’s no one else like him in Canada that I’ve seen, 
experimenting and refining a personal vision with such a 
unique blend of movement expertise – from street to classical 
to post-modern – and using it all in a full artistic expression.”   
(The Dance Current, Toronto)
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Choreographer Victor Quijada. Composer Jasper Gahunia. Lighting Designer Yan Lee Chan. Costume Designer Julie Charland. Dancers Katherine Cowie, James Gregg, Franklin Luy, Zachary Tang, Lavinia Vago, Lea Ved. Technical 
Director and Sound Director Éric Tremblay. Production Manager Julie Brosseau Doré. This new work is a co-production of The CanDance Network Creation Fund, Danse Danse and Place des Arts, Grand Théâtre de Québec, Guelph 
Dance, Le Théâtre Hector-Charland and La danse sur les routes du Québec, and by the Dance Section of the Canada Council for the Arts.   Photo 1 © Tim Forbes. Dancers Franklin Luy, Zachary Tang, Lea Ved, Katherine Cowie, Lavinia 
Vago. Photo 2 © Tim Forbes. Dancers Katherine Cowie, James Gregg. Photo 3 © Chris Randle. Dancer Victor Quijada. Photo 4 (Wayne McGregor | Random Dance) © Ravi Deepres. Dancers Alexander Whitley, Catarina Carvalho.    
GRAPHIC DESIGN Gris-Gris design graphique.

Michel Gagnon,  
Director of Programming, Place des Arts
Pierre Des Marais, Clothilde Cardinal, 
Artistic Co-Directors ©
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Victor Quijada has developed a rich and powerful 

dance language where the body appears to defy the rules 

of gravity. Like his numerous fans, we are eager to see 

this new work for 6 dancers, a piece that we are 

pleased to support thanks to our successful partnership.
„
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TAlK ABOUT DANCE!

MEET THE ARTISTS
Fridays, November 22, 29, December 6, 2013
In the theatre following the performance

Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured:  

video excerpts, interviews, photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.
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DON’T MISS THIS NEw CREATION Of  
GROUPE RUBBERBANDANCE!

IN MONTREAL AT CINQUIèME SALLE IN PLACE DES ARTS 
fROM NOVEMBER 22 TO DECEMBER 7

Tickets $33 (includes service charge but not taxes)  

Place des Arts box office 
514.842.2112, 1.866.842.2112, www.laplacedesarts.com

New: Youth Rate (age 30 and under)  
Get a 20% discount. Certain conditions apply.

vICTOR qUIjADA AND  
GROUPE RUBBERBANDANCE

Born in California to Mexican parents, the choreographer Victor 
Quijada extols in his work various artistic influences that inspired him 
as a dancer – the power and spontaneity of hip-hop, the rigour and 
virtuosity of ballet, the evocative power of contemporary dance and 
its use of time and space. He has created a dozen works (including 
films and the choreography for a music video), at times using video 
to play with perceptions of time and reality, shifting between theat-
ricality and abstraction as he interacts with the spectators. Ever 
attuned to new innovations and trends in dance, he continues to build 
bridges between the stage and the street, incorporating popping 
techniques and providing opportunities for a new generation of 
B-boys and B-girls. 

After moving to Montreal in 2000 to perform with the Grands Ballets 
Canadiens, in 2002 Victor Quijada founded the Groupe RUBBER-
BANDance, which since 2005 he has co-directed with Anne Plamondon. 
The originality and force of his dance signature met with immediate 
success, and he was soon invited to create works for companies in 
Quebec, the United States and Europe. The Scottish Dance Theatre 
added Self Observation Without Judgement to its repertoire, a piece 
that led to a National Dance Award in 2004, one of four prestigious 
awards he has received.

From 2007 to 2011, his choreographies AV Input/Output, Loan 
Sharking, Punto Ciego (presented for 3 weeks to sold-out houses) 
and Gravity of Center were created as part of an artistic residency at 
Cinquième Salle in Place des Arts.
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A shining star of the British dance scene, Wayne McGregor transforms 
our view of the body with this visceral, mathematical and sensual 
work performed by 10 virtuoso dancers. Intelligence and emotion 
are perfectly combined in an incredible futuristic set design.


