
Montreal, August 26, 2013 - Danse Danse will be kicking off its 16th season with a magnificent work by Maguy Marin, back in  
Montreal after a six-year absence. A masterpiece by this grande dame of French dance, Salves portrays the mad frenzy of a world in crisis 
in a theatrical presentation of dizzying pace and amazingly precise  choreography. Pursuing a triumphant tour over the past 2 years  
(124 performances in 9 European countries to date, plus Korea and Japan), Salves will be making its North American première at Théâtre 
Maisonneuve. A major event that absolutely must not be missed!
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A resolutely lucid and committed artist, Maguy Marin sounds the 
alarm with Salves, a piece that since its inception in 2010 has been 
acclaimed by critics and performed to often sold-out houses. This 
Toulouse artist has choreographed our personal and collective  
chaos with a fragmented staging that is distinctly her own.

Into rays of light piercing the semi-darkness within, she slips a  
pulsating slide show of stories big and small. One tableau quickly 
follows another, replete with dynamic characters and symbols: a 
helicopter-borne figure of Christ, a Marianne guiding the French 
revolution, the Statue of Liberty broken into a thousand pieces, a 
vase smashed beyond repair. It is presented with a nod and a wink 
to many renowned painters from Goya to Picasso, Delacroix to 
Warhol, not to mention tributes to the films of Fellini and iconic 
figures like Elvis Presley. Images both somber and ludicrous rush 
past in an ambience suggesting a curfew, all reinforced by a  
piercing soundtrack. In this mad rush to save what remains from 
destruction, we discover the power and hope of a united and  
combative humanity.

A somber and luminous piece, an act of resistance.

”Like a burst of machine gun fire where the flash from 
every bullet lights up the night for a fraction of a second, 
Salves... is an explosive experience for both the spectators 
and the seven dancers summoned to move forward  
dangerously in the middle of the night.” 
(La Dépêche, Toulouse) 

“A major piece in an exemplary career, a graceful bow 
from a great artist.” (Danser, Paris)
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This ballet of disorder is an electroshock portrayal of 

contemporary society, emerging at the same time as an 

antidote to a prevailing pessimism, using humour to  

inspire us with pure energy and the hope required  

to forge ahead. A choreographic hurricane! 

DARING DANCE AND DISCOUNTS TOO!

The PASSION, DARING and DISCOVERY subscription formats are 
still available for dance lovers to create a personalized program of 
shows with ticket prices as low as $21 and savings of up to 3 free 
performances. 

Online at www.dansedanse.ca or in person at the Place des Arts 
box office. 

Pierre Des Marais and  
Clothilde Cardinal,  
Artistic Co-Directors©
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MEET THE ARTISTS
Friday, September 27, 2013
In the theatre following the performance

Don’T MISS THIS vERy MovIng AnD  
IncREDIbLy DRAMATIc MASTERpIEcE!

In MonTREAL AT THéâTRE MAISonnEuvE In  
pLAcE DES ARTS fRoM SEpTEMbER 26 To 28. 

Tickets start at $29.50 (includes service charge but not taxes)  

and are available at the Place des Arts box office - 
514.842.2112. www.laplacedesarts.com.

new: youth Rate (people under 30)  
Get a 20% discount. Certain conditions apply.

Salves on tour 
At the National Arts Centre in Ottawa on October 3 and 4, 
prior to embarking on a tour of the U.S. and Mexico.

MAguy MARIN

Born in Toulouse to Spanish parents 
who fled the Franco regime, Maguy 
Marin has been creating since the 
1970s socially conscious dance pieces that have made her one of 
the most important figures of new French dance. The Compagnie 
Maguy Marin, which she established in 1980, presents strong,  
disturbing works that shatter prevailing dance codes and clearly 
reflect a movement of protest against bourgeois society. Whether 
disparaged or praised, the performances leave no one indifferent.

From the outset, Maguy Marin’s style has been characterized by 
theatrical components that are not danced. The theme of “living 
together” present in all her work was already apparent in 1981 in 
May B. Reprised on several occasions over the ears, that seminal 
piece reflects her radicalism and avant-gardism, and remains  
extremely contemporary and relevant. Now Salves, her most  
recent work produced at the Centre chorégraphique national de 
Rillieux-la-Pape (where the company was based from 1998 to 
2010 before moving to Toulouse), seems destined to become as 
iconic as May B.

The many awards that Maguy Marin has received include the  
prestigious Bessie Award for Umwelt, a work that was the opening 
presentation at the 2007 Festival TransAmériques. She is also  
one of the rare non-American recipients of the American Dance 
Festival Award. Now 63, she has created some forty works over 
the years, some of which were commissioned by companies such 
as the Ballet de l’Opéra in Lyon, the Ballet de l’Opéra in Paris and 
the Nederlands Dans Theater 3. Last year the Festival d’Automne 
presented a retrospective of her works in Paris featuring repre-
sentative works performed in nine different venues.
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conception Maguy Marin in collaboration with Denis Mariotte.  Dancers Ulises Alvarez, Romain Bertet, Kaïs Chouibi, Laura Frigato, Daphné Koutsafti, Mayalen Otondo, Jeanne Vallauri. Assistant Ennio Sammarco. Technical Direction and  
Lighting Design Alexandre Béneteaud. Set Design Michel Rousseau. props Louise Gros et Pierre Treille. costume Design Nelly Geyres.  Sound Design Antoine Garry.   photo 1 © Jean-Pierre Maurin. photo 2 ©  Didier Grappe.  
photo 3 (Maguy Marin) © Michel Cavalca.   GRAPHIC DESIGN Gris-Gris design graphique.
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Visit the Danse Danse website for additional information on dance pieces and the dance companies being featured:  

video excerpts, interviews, photos, full credits and various related hyperlinks.

dansedanse.ca

The tour in Montreal is realized with  Service de Coopération et d’Action Culturelle du Consulat Général de France à Québec. The American tour receives 
the support of Ville de Toulouse, Service Culturel de l’Ambassade de France aux États-Unis, Institut Français à Paris and Institut Français à Mexico.


